
Annapolis., Mar;yland, ~!!Y'...£!l.•.••~.l'..-c1.Jl~oL.

A special meeting of the Board of Public Works was .held
at the Executive Office in Annapolis.

Present: Governor Goldsborough, Comptroller Harrington
and Treasurer Vandiver.

The Governor read a letter dated March. 28, addressed. to
him by Mr. Percy C. Henninghausen, as follows:

"March 28, 1914.

The Bon. Phillips Lee Goldsborough, Esq.,
Governor of the State of .Maryland,

Annapolis, Mar;yland.
Sir:

I

Our firm has been consulted l)y a younger meml)er of the
Local Bar in the recovery of a large sum of money, pos~ibly
of *100,000., which rna;ygo to tl:JeState of Maryland in the
event of claim being filed.

Our client is willing to tr~' the case and will associate
cur firm for that purpose, or, if preferahle, be will retire I
in favor of the Att.orl1e~TGeneral, or he and we will retire and
he will disclose all the facts to the Attorney General and per-
mit him to try the case; in any event, our client expects a con-
tingent fee of 33 1/3% of the amount recovered and suggests mal{-
ing a preliminar;y agreement in order to prevent any future con-
troversy or misunderstanding, fixing the percentage of contingent
fee before discussing the facts of the case.

If you will put this tip before the Board, as you suggested
yesterda~r, and let Ine know of the result as soon as convenient,
I shall be Obliged.

Very truly yours,
Perc~' c. Hennighausen."

Upon motion, dul;y made, and seconded, it was ordered that
the Secretary reply to the letter, stating that the Board was
unable and unwilling to enter into an~T agreement as suggested
by the letter without more information as to the facts of the
case, and whether or not it were a claim about which they bad
knowledge or were engaged in the negotiation, which order was.
complied with by the Secretar~, as follows:
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"March 31, 1914.
Mr.P. C~ Hennighausen,

'Baltimore, Maryland.
Dear Sir:

Your letter of March 28th, addressed to the Governor was
today laid. l)efore the Hoard of Public Works, lv-hoinstructed me,
as its Secretary, to write you that they .could not consider
entering into su~h an agreement as ,was proposed therein, for the
:following reasons:

First: Because there is no reason to suppose that the
claim ahout ~hich you write is unknown to the t~easury officials,
as there are several pending negotiation~ and outstanding claims
amount to approxima.tely the sum )'01-1 mention •

. Secb~d: Because the amount of your contingent fee is,
in their judgment, unreasonable.

They would, however, be very glad to have you bring to
their attention any claim of which you know and of which they
have no present knowledge, having you reljT entirel~T upon their
sense of justice and generosity for your compensation.

Very truly yours,
Robert P. Grahan1."

A letter fro.m Richard Bernhard & Son was laiel l)efore the
Board and the Secretary instructed to write them that it was not
a rratter for their attention, but should be referred to the
Directors of the :M:arylandHouse of Correction, and that Mr.
Bernard be notified accordingly. Mr. Bernard's letter is as
follows:

"1\iarc]]18, 1914.
Hon. Robert P. Graham,

Secretary of State.
Dear Sir:

On September 20th, 1913,we addressed a letter to the 130ard
of Public Works, advising it that ,the National Building Supply
Company had. a claim against the Armorec1 Concrete Construction
Company, a subcontractor for an addition. to the House of Cor-
rection at Pridewell Station, Md., ,the amount of the claim being
approximately $400. on Septeml)er 23rd we received. your reply,
stating that'the letter would be laid before the next meeting
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of the Board.
On January 21i 1914, we addressed a letter to ~on. Emerson

C. Harrington, Comptroller, enclosi.ng the account of the Nation-
al Euilding Supply Company against the Armored Concrete Construc-
tion Company, asking tl1a.twe be accorded all the protection we
were entit,led to under the Bond. IWe are today in receipt of a letter from the National Build-
ing Supply Company, in whiclJ they stated that the;y had had an
interview with a Mr. Dietrich, who had gone through the form of
giving a notice of Mechanics Lien fot approximately $1700, as
a subcontractor on the sarre work, and tllat he was advised by
~r. Pietsch, the Architect, that under Article 9, of the speci-
rications, the general contractor is bound'to bond to pay for all
labor and material entering into the construction of this build-
ing. 'rhey also advise us that Mr. Dietrich claims that he had
a conversation with Mr. Andrews, the President of the D. N:. An-
dreW's Company, who practically aclmowledged his liability, and!
also said tbat he would be liable for tbe cerrent claim that
Deitrich and the cement people (meanin~ the National -Building
Supply company) were the only people ,~ho had filed claims with
the State, ano. that he would be liable under Article 9 of the
specifications; all of the specif'ications being errbodied in tl)e
Bond •

. You are doubtless aware, that a Mechanics Lien clainl ma;y not
be filed against the state, but ~hat a notice to the state and
tlJe United States Government and the Munic:ipality has usually
been treated by these municipalities as ~ufficient to t~ give
theE all the protection they are entitled to under the contract
or the rond •. In .fact there is a provision under the revised
statutes of the enited states~ whereby a subcontractor may sue
in the name of the lJr:titedStates on such a Bond.

Would it -l)easking too much of;you to look into this matter

I

I
and advise us of our status with ,regard to the same? If as Mr.

Dietrich states he h~s secured pr~tection,because he filed a
nbtice of'his clai~, it seems t6 us we should be similarly
~rotected; and if we have been misinformed on the subject, will
~rou kindly advise us as to what our rights are in the premises?
We will rreatly apprecia.te.anything you can do for us.Very slncerely yD~rs, .

Richard Bernard & Son.
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Upon motion, duly made, and seconded, the Secretary of the
Board was instructed to take.up with the Inspector at the Easterp
Hay Scales tl~erratter of having a.private.connection with. the
sewerage system of'Baltimore City and properly installed, and
comply with th~ order of.the Health Department.

Upon motion,cluly seconded, it was ordered that the
Secretary of the Board_ notify the State Auditor that it was the
wisl1, desire and instructions of the-noard of Public Works that
he have audited at his earliest convenience the accounts of the
Fish C6mmissioners for the Eastern and Western Shore, and report
the result-of sdch examination as soon as possible to the said
Board of Public Works.

The~e being no further business the meeting adjourned.

Secretal'Y.
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